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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 43-49 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 43-49 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claims 43-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragrapli, because tine 
specification, while being enabling for [0075] obviously, the deformabie 

main body 2 of the present embodiment can also be filled with a 
iiiiiiiiiiiii substance, such as a flavoring substance or a 
toothpaste or therapeutic substance with said substance being 
released, during use, through small passages provided into said 
main body . Alternatively, the deformabie main body 2 can be 
impregnated with said dispersible substance, does not reasonably 
provide enablement for a dispersible substance impregnated within said inner main 
body. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make main body impregnated with 
said dispersilbe the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. The small 
passages in the main body are the only way the body can be impregnated with said 
dispersible material; However, there is no disclosure body or material holding a 
dispersible material outside of having a pocket. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 43- rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Drulias et a! 
(5392482). 

Drulias et al discloses outer body (12), an inner main body (34) which 
dispersible impregated, bristle (26 &22 nylon), a through hole . 

43. (Previously Presented) A tooth-cleaning device 

comprising: 

an inner main body (12); 

engaging means, formed within said inner main body, for 
engaging a human tongue; 

a dispersible substance impregnated (34) within said inner main 
body; and 

bristles (26) covering an outer surface of said inner main body, 
whereby when placed by a user in the mouth, the bristles 
come into contact with the teeth and the gums so as to remove 
food particles and said dispersible substance is released from 
said inner main body. 

44. (New) A tooth-cleaning device as in claim 1 wherein: 
said engaging means comprises a through hole (12). 

45. (New) A tooth-cleaning device as in claim 1 wherein: 
said engaging means comprises an inner cavity. 
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46. (New) A tooth-cleaning device for placennent inside a 
human mouth and engaged by a human tongue comprising: 

an inner main body having a doughnut shape (12) with a through 
hole and an inner cylindrical surface, wherein the through hole 
is adapted to engage the human tongue; 

a dispersible substance impregnated within said inner main 
body; and 

bristles covering an outer surface of said inner main body, 
whereby when placed by a user in the human mouth, said 
bristles come into contact with the teeth and the gums so as to 
remove food particles and said dispersible substance is released 
from said inner main body. 

47. (New) A tooth-cleaning device for placement inside a 

human mouth and engaged by a human tongue as in claim 46 wherein: 

said bristles comprise nylon. 

48. (New) A tooth-cleaning device for placement inside a 

human mouth and engaged by a human tongue as in claim 46 wherein: 

said inner main body has a cross section comprising a linear 
portion and a curved portion. 
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49. (New) A tooth-cleaning device for placennent inside a 
human mouth and engaged by a human tongue comprising: 

an elongated main body (12) that is deformable having a cross 
section comprising a linear portion and a curved portion, whereby 
a shape having a through hole can be formed by deforming said 
elongated main body; 

a dispersible substance impregnated (34) within said elongated 

main body; and 

bristles covering the curved portion only of said elongated 
main body, 

whereby when said elongated main body is deformed into the 
shape having a through hole and placed by a user in the human 
mouth, said bristles come into contact with the teeth and the 

gums so as to remove food particles and said dispersible 
substance is released from said elongated main body. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

a. Suggestion 1. through small passages provided into said 
main body with a deformable main body 2 being 
^iilA...§.?i:?...Al§PS:^^^^^^ substance with in said passages 
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wherein the structure of passages in the body in 
combination with the bristles doughnut shape with a through 
hole for the tongue 

b. Suggest 2 just add this language to the independent 
claims 43, 46, and 49. Add this clause wherein said main 
body has small through passages extending from an inside 
cavity with with said impregnated dispersible substance 
which is pressure released into the bristles. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

c. New rejections have been recited in regard to both art and 112 first 
rejections. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEE D. WILSON whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4499. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MONICA CARTER can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ldw 

/LEE D WILSON/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3727 

March 23, 2010 



